MALCOLM WALLACE JONES

It was with great sadness that I heard that Malcolm Jones has died.  I have known him since the 1980s when I first took up club bridge.

Malcolm was full of enthusiasm and had an ebullient and lively manner at the bridge table, coupled with a robust sense of humour.  We shall always remember him celebrating the winning of a critical trick by exclaiming "Ippon!", a term inherited from his activity in judo, some years earlier.

Up until the move of the County Bridge Club from St James to St Oswald's, Malcolm had been a stalwart and familiar face at the club.  Malcolm was a fine bridge player, and devoted to his wife Christine, to whom he was married for more than 60 years,  forming a strong and successful partnership at bridge.

Malcolm was always ready to help improving players by advising or partnering them, as he did for me in the late 1980s at the County Club and at the Leicester Bridge Centre.

Malcolm worked for GPO Telephones (latterly BT) from the 1950s.  When called up by the army for national service, unsurprisingly he was assigned to the Royal Corps of Signals.  Unusually for a conscript, he became commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant.  A few years after returning to his civilian occupation, he installed the payphone in the County Club at St James Road!

He developed an active interest in military history, exploring many of the First and Second World War battlefields, often accompanied by Alan Tuppen and David Pollard.  Later he accompanied several veterans' visits to WWI battlefields and cemeteries, and latterly to WWII sites around the Normandy beaches accompanying some of the survivors of the D-day landings.

He addressed many other interests in life with a similar enthusiasm.  He was also an accomplished silversmith, a regular theatregoer, a keen gardener and horticulturalist.  In the mid 2000s he passed the judges examinations of the RHS and took up judging at flower and produce shows throughout the Melton area.

He was always keen to engage anyone in conversation to find out about their activities and culture.

He will be missed, and the world of the bridge table is less bright without him.

Jon Dean







18 June 2023


